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New Activity 

We learnt yesterday that a metaphor says that one thing IS the other thing. I gave you some 
everyday examples as well as some from books, plays, and lastly, a couple of quotes that happen to 
be metaphors.  

The great thing about using metaphors is that you can describe the quality of someone or 
something, by using another object. Let’s say you had a cat as a character in a story you were 
writing. What kind of cat is she? How do you want to convey her to your audience? This is where you 
can say she is something else, in an effort to show what kind of cat she is, or how she is behaving at 
the time. My cat is called Pico in these three examples:  

Pico was a sponge, taking in every word her owner said. What secrets she could tell, if only she could 
talk!  

To Fiona, Pico was a lion, always running off to hunt some prey. 

At any moment Pico, the ninja, was going to strike!  

Try creating your own metaphors and use them in sentences to describe a dog.  

• If you are really stuck, you could warm up by taking one of my sentences above and 
changing ‘cat’ to ‘dog’ and the object (sponge, lion or ninja) to something else, and then 
perhaps tweak the other words a bit so they reflect what you want to say about the dog.  

• You can also brainstorm the qualities that dogs are known to possess. This might help your 
ideas start to flow… 

Dogs are: 

• Loyal 

• Friendly 

• Food-loving (often Labradors) 

• Great hunters 

• Protective…  

…you can grow this list 

Do this exercise your draft book. Try for three different examples, if you can manage that.  

Spend about 20 minutes working on this.  
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Now I am going to tell you about a few people who each had a wish in their hearts… I think it’s safe 
to say that everyone has wishes. It is part of being human, but I am going to tell you about some 
people who took their wish and did all they could to make it become a reality. Many people have 
made their wishes come true, and are doing so every day, right now! But, for now, I will tell you 
about three different people… 

 

HEINRICH SCHLIEMANN – Businessperson and Archaeologist 

There was a man who lived about two hundred years ago, in the 1800s, and his name was Heinrich 
Schliemann. You might remember me telling you a little bit about him when we were in Class 5 (for 
those of you who were with us then).  

When Heinrich was a young boy, his father, who was a poor pastor, told him stories from the Iliad 
and the Odyssey, about the lost city of Troy. Heinrich was also inspired by a book his father gave him 
about history. An idea came to him when he was very young that he could one day find this lost city 
of Troy. What would he need to do to make this happen? he wondered.  

He decided he had to make a lot of money in order to fund his search and possible archaeological 
digs. He also had the idea that he would need to know a lot of languages to achieve his goal. He 
learned to speak English, French, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Russian, Swedish, Polish, 
Greek, Latin, and Arabic, and of course he already knew his native tongue, German. 

Heinrich became a buyer and seller of things, and knowing so many languages, trading with many 
countries was easy for him. He made a lot of money buying and selling over a short period of time. 
He sold things like gold dust and sought-after indigo dye. Before he was fifty, he had a huge fortune 
and was ready to retire, so he could begin his archaeological explorations. He went on a trip to the 
Greek island of Ithaka where he decided to look for the palace of Ulysses, and then he went on to 
explore nearby areas on his quest to discover Troy. He discovered the ruins of the city near present-
day Turkey, and uncovered many artifacts, including gold, which he called the ‘treasure of Priam’. It 
has since been realised that what Heinrich found was a civilisation that had flourished 1250 years 
before ancient Troy.  

MARGARET BOURKE-WHITE – Photojournalist 

Now I am going to tell you the story of another person, who, out of pursuing her interests made her 
wishes come true at a time when it was unusual for women to have such opportunity. I am going to 
tell you about a woman named Margaret Bourke-White, who lived in America in the 1900s. She was 
the youngest of two children. Her father was a strong believer that his children should have equal 
opportunities. His motto for his children was, “You can!”  

Margaret had a strict upbringing. There was no chewing gum, poor language, cards, or comic books 
allowed! She was allowed to go off and explore though, and she did this to such an extent that her 
mother had to stitch a sign on Margaret’s jumper with her name and address on it. This way, her 
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mother could rest assured that her daughter would be returned home. Her explorations sparked a 
keen interest in wildlife, and when she went to university, she studied reptiles.  

As a little girl Margaret had gone to work with her dad and she showed quite an interest in the 
printing machines that she saw there. Margaret’s father also had an interest in photography, which 
Margaret was curious about as well, and then, as a young woman, Margaret felt this interest awaken 
strongly within herself. She signed up for classes so she could learn more about the art and skill of 
photography. She learned how to compose compelling photos and she explored different styles.  

Margaret’s photos drew a lot of attention and she was invited to work at a prestigious magazine. 
She began to travel the world for her work, and she was able to photograph striking images in 
nature and also of very significant world events, some of which you will look at in Class 8 and then 
Class 9.  

CATHY FREEMAN – Professional Athlete  

I am going to tell you now about someone you probably know, from Australia – an athlete called 
Cathy Freeman. Cathy is an indigenous woman, originally from Queensland who was brought up in 
the Bahai Faith. She says that what she appreciates about this faith is that it values all humankind.  

When she was a little girl Cathy loved to run and she dreamed of winning an Olympic gold medal. 
She also enjoyed having fun with her brothers, sleeping over at her nanna’s, and going horse-riding 
with her dad. But more than anything she loved to run. She competed in her first race when she was 
six, and at only eight years old she ran an 80-metre sprint at the school athletics championship and 
won easily. By her teens she had won a number of regional and national titles, competing in running, 
high jump, and long jump.   

As her running became more serious, her coach gave her a strict training regime. She would train 
twice per day and only rest one day a week. At seventeen she was chosen as a member for the 
Commonwealth relay team. So, she headed off to New Zealand where the Games were being held 
that year, and they won gold! After this Cathy kept on improving and winning! She ran in relay teams 
and on her own. At the 2000 Olympics Cathy made it into the 400m finals and went on to win an 
Olympic gold medal! Cathy says the important thing life has taught her is that, “Life is what you 
make of it!” 

These three examples are quite different to each other: Heinrich wanted to find the site of Troy, 
Margaret wanted to explore her photography and share what she captured with the world, and 
Cathy wanted to win gold at the Olympics. Some people feel very awake to their wishes and dreams, 
while others perhaps feel their wishes are gently guiding them. 

What you are going to do now is call to mind a wish that you have for the future. Answer these 
questions in your draft book: 

• What is your wish – describe it in detail? 

• Describe in detail what you would do if it was granted? 

• Why do you think this wish is important?  
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That’s all for today! 

Have a lovely weekend – we will work with your draft work on Monday. 

Love Larissa  


