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The Land That Would Become America 
 

Today we are going to take some time to wrap up the story about how America was 
discovered. We heard the story of Columbus, Toscanelli, Vespucci, and Marco Polo over 3 
days and I have a dictation below which sums it all up.  
 

1) You will be writing on the page you have already set up: “The Land That Would 
Become America”. 

2) Today we are going to do a dictation. Here it is, written below – if someone can read 
it to you. Otherwise, I have also put an audio version on the Class 7 web page. You 
can stop and start as you need to. See if you can hear where you need commas, full 
stops and which words need capital letters. Remember to do what you can manage. 
If that’s not the whole dictation, that’s fine. Spend a good 20-30 minutes doing solid 
work (longer if you are feeling fresh).  
 

The Italian mapmaker, Christopher Columbus, thought that a sea voyage to the west would 
lead to a shorter route to China. He was inspired by Marco Polo’s journeys to Cathay which 
happened two hundred years earlier. Columbus studied the map made by Toscanelli, which 
showed China not very far to the west.  
 
After many challenges, Columbus was finally given funds to take three ship to Madeira and 
beyond, across the Sea of Darkness. The main ship was called the Santa Maria. The journey 
was difficult at times, as sailors lost their courage, but finally the ships found new land. 
Columbus claimed this land for the King and Queen of Spain. He thought he was in India, so 
he called the native people there Indians. 
 
It was ten years after Columbus’ discovery that another Italian man, called Amerigo 
Vespucci, visited this new land. He thought that what Columbus had found was in fact a new 
continent. As he was the first one to say that this was not India or China, the new continent 
was named after him, and it is still called America today.  
 
While this discovery opened up many possibilities for the Europeans, such as a new place to 
settle, and the discovery of treasures like gold, it came at a cost. The Native Americans were 
treated very poorly by Spanish explorers and settlers. Many natives were killed through 
violence as well as diseases that the Spanish brought with them.  
 
When a monk suggested that the African people would make better slaves than the Indians 
because they were stronger, the terrible slave trade of Native African people came into 
being. It would be at least three hundred years before the idea that slavery was wrong 
entered the hearts of enough people so that slavery was abolished in America; that is, to 
make it illegal to have a slave.  
 

3) Now you can draw something to complement this writing. If you don’t have room, 
just take a new page, even if it’s on the other side of your world map. 

4) Spend 15 to 20 minutes on your map if you have not yet finished it. 
 
Now you are ready for today’s story! 
Well done – see you tomorrow. Love Larissa  


