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New Activity 

Practise – looking at sentences: 

Yesterday we looked at two different ways to write a sentence. And we also looked at subject, 
object and action (verb) in a sentence. 

I am going to give you the subject, object and action (verb), and I want you to put them in one 
sentence so that the subject does the action to the object. This is called using an ‘active voice’.  

Then I want you to write a second sentence where the object is experiencing the action being done 
by the subject. This is called a ‘passive voice’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now create your own pairs of sentences (one active and one passive) like the example above, using 
the subjects, objects and verbs below. Feel free to add more description to create fuller sentences. 
Choose at least one of these, or you can do the exercise for all three:  

Subject: tiger 

Object: gazelle 

Action (verb): chase 

Subject: pumpkin 

Object: garden 

Action (verb): grew 

 

Subject: tractor 

Object: building site 

Action (verb): excavated 

 

  

Here is an example:  

Subject: Bee 

Object: Flower 

Action (verb): Land 

 

First sentence (active) created from these: 

The bee landed on the flower. 

Second sentence (passive) created from these: 

The flower was landed on by the bee. 
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Draft writing for today:  

Before we do some draft writing, I am going to tell you a story… 

“My parents were quite the tricksters, creating fun surprises at birthdays and Christmas time. Here is 
one I remember from my birthday…  

When I grew up, we had a family tradition of having a birthday party every second year. In the 
alternate years we had a quieter family celebration. I remember one of these quieter birthdays – I 
was turning fourteen – where I was happily expecting a special meal and a cake with my mum, dad, 
and little sister and brother.  

It was a Saturday afternoon, and we coincidentally had a neighbour and friend visiting, so already 
things were feeling a bit festive – there was happy chatter and laughter coming from the kitchen. My 
dad announced he was off to pick up our take-away dinner, which was from a local Vietnamese 
restaurant. My parents knew this was my favourite restaurant. I played with my brother and sister, 
waiting for my dad to return with a delicious dinner.  

I was just thinking it was taking him an awfully long time, when he arrived back with dinner and 
three of my best friends! It was so strange to see them at my house when I wasn’t expecting them – 
and on a Saturday evening as well!  

On seeing their faces, my heart started to race a little; there was a moment where I was really 
confused as I tried to understand what was happening. “What are you doing here?!” I exclaimed. 
“We’re here for your sleep over birthday party!” they said. And they were right: my mother and 
father had organised a surprise party for me!  

My friends and I created a picnic in the living room and shared the take-away meal together. My 
sister and brother sat and ate with us too. (Of course, my dad had bought enough for everyone.) We 
were all quite excited at this point, and I can remember not feeling like much food at first – my 
tummy was doing somersaults. There were big smiles and high-pitched voices for a while! Then we 
relaxed a bit and had a wonderful evening together, talking, laughing and playing games like 
charades. Late at night we all snuggled into our sleeping bags in the loungeroom and had a good 
night’s sleep with not too much chatter. We had pancakes for breakfast the next morning, before it 
was time for my friends to be picked up by their parents.  

I couldn’t believe my friends had managed to keep this secret from me – we all went to the same 
school together, but no one said a word! And I was so grateful to my parents for going to the trouble 
of organising this surprise for me. I have always treasured it.” 

** 

Now I would like you to think about a birthday or Christmas or another celebration your family 
participate in, where you were surprised. Maybe it was a surprise party, or a gift you were not 
expecting. Perhaps it was the beautiful cake someone made you; a special card you received; or a 
visitor who came when you were not expecting them. Maybe it was someone else’s birthday  or 
another kind of celebration, but you still experienced feeling surprised because of something that 
happened that you weren’t expecting. 
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Write this in your draft book, and we will work with this more tomorrow. Now you are done for the 
day! See you tomorrow. Love Larissa  J 


