
Creative Writing Main Lesson  

Week 6, Wednesday 26th August 

New Activity 

Earlier in this Main Lesson you might have had a go at describing something by writing what 
it reminded you of, like in the writing by Rachel Carson that I shared with you where she said  
the lichen was like a hall runner, spreading up the path of the forest. Comparing one thing to 
something we know often takes the form of a simile. It often brings a picture to the reader’s 
mind which helps them feel or know what you are describing. So, we might say our niece is 
‘as playful as a kitten’, and right away we can see a child laughing, skipping, running or 
leaping like a rambunctious, playful kitten. 

Sometimes the word we use in a simile is ‘as’ and sometimes it is ‘like’. Both are correct.  

Here are some more examples: 

• Your explanation is as clear as mud!  

• She was as light as a feather and flew off, high above the trees. 

• The clouds were fluffy like fairy floss. 

• He was as angry as a grizzly bear with a headache so cooled off with a swim in the 
river.  

• He eats like a pig! 

• Her heart is like gold, so full of kindness for others. 

 

Read this passage below and circle or underline any similes you can spy:     

As the weather warmed and calendula flowers shone like little golden suns, good news came 
to the ears of Class 7 students. “School is back!” was the message that came, clear as crystal. 
Lunches were hastily made, and school bags were packed. Old squishy bananas and mouldy 
oranges found in the bottom of said bags were no deterrent at all - they were simply thrown 
out like yesterday’s news.  

The excitement was palpable as students arrived on a fresh spring morning. The foosball 
table, lying dormant for so many months, was like abandoned hard rubbish at the side of the 
road. But in a jiffy, the students had it sparkling like a diamond, and played together joyfully. 
The smack of the hard ball against the little plastic soccer players was like music to the 
students’ teacher’s ears.  

Chatting enthusiastically, some students wandered off, and sat on the hay bales like frogs on 
a lily pad. Others flocked to the classroom, and, proud as peacocks, handed in all their 
remote learning schoolwork. Then the bell rang, and school officially started again!  
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Make up your own ending to these and write them in your draft book. 

She swims like ___________________ 

He’s as tall as __________________ 

My mother is as wise as _________________ 

It’s as easy as _____________________ 

The hottest day of the year was like ________________________ 

 

Great! Now you are ready for today’s writing task: 

You are going to choose a pet or someone in your family and ‘paint a portrait’ of them WITH 
WORDS. So, you’re not doing a literal painting but you’re going to use words to build a ‘picture’ for 
your reader. If I were to read your description of your pet or family member would I be able to 
picture them? Avoid using their names or any similar descriptions to these: dog, cat, snake (etc.), 
mum, dad, sister, brother, sibling (etc.). Try to describe how they look, how they sound, what their 
personality is like, what you appreciate about them (with examples) etc… 

Do this in your draft book.  

Well done – see you tomorrow. Can’t Wait to read them!  

Love Larissa 


