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MULTIPLYING DECIMAL NUMBERS 
 
Today we are going to have a look at 
multiplying decimals. Let’s review a few 
things: 
 
Words you might see when asked to 
multiply: product, times, of, by, double, 
triple. 
 
Decimal places are the number of digits 
that sit to the right of the decimal point: 
 
3.29 has two decimal places 
 
178.8054 has four decimal places 
 
When you multiply decimals, the number 
of decimal places in the question will be 
identical to the number of decimal places 
in the answer. 
 
For example: 
 
3.2 x 4   (1 decimal place) 
 
= 12.8  (1 decimal place) 
 
Another example: 
 
0.5 x 0.03  (3 decimal places) 
 
= 0.015 (3 decimal places) 
 
The zeros on the end, on the right side of 
the decimal point, can be dropped. 
 
For example: 5.4 x 0.5 = 2.70 
    = 2.7 
 
Another example: 20 x 0.005 = 0.100 
    = 0.1 
 
Remember, a useful step is to leave out 
the decimal points for working out the 
multiplication and then put them back 
into your answer at the end.  
And you can align your work to the right. 
 

For example: 163.5 x 0.12  
 
1635 
X  12 

           19620    …so your answer is 19.620 
And you can drop the zero        
on the right.   = 19.62 

 
1) Everyday a snail crawls 2.7m. How 

far would the snail crawl in five 
days? 
 
13.5m 

 
 

2) Ochre buys 40 pavers to build a 
small path. If each brick paver has 
a mass of 2.15kg, what is the total 
mass of the pavers? 

 
86kg 

 
 

3) Banjo buys 6 chocolate bars. If 
each bar costs $1.85 each, what is 
the total amount he will pay? 

 
$11.10 

 
 

4) A fence panel is 1.9m long. What is 
the total length of eight panels 
placed end to end? 

 
15.2m 

 
 

5) One cubic centimetre of lead has a 
mass of 11.3gm. (This means a 
cube of lead 1cm x 1cm x 1cm 
weighs 11.3gms.) Elke is making 
sinkers for when he goes fishing. If 
he uses a sinker that is 2 cubic 
centimetres, what is its mass? 

 
22.6gms 

 


