
Class 7 Activities and Bookwork  Term 3 Week 4, Thursday 13th August 
 

 1 

The Decline of the Church 
 

1) Recall yesterday’s story by either listening to it, reading it, or thinking through what 
you heard. In yesterday’s story, you might have heard me say “Alexander IV” instead of “Alexander 
VI” – my fingers typed ‘I’ before ‘V’, so I read ‘fourth’ instead of ‘sixth’. Whoopsies… I have corrected 
this now. We are talking about Pope Alexander VI (the sixth). 

 
2) Write in pencil in your Main Lesson book, so you can fix errors as you go… 
This story had a few different elements. We heard about how:  

• The old ways of life of Medieval times were dying away including old 
institutions;  

• The Roman Church had a lot of power and control over people’s minds and 
money; people who contradicted the church (heretics) were punished;  

• The Church had become corrupt and Pope Alexander VI was a disgrace to the 
religion of Christianity; the pope created indulgences and murdered bishops 
to make more money;  

• Savonarola preached against luxury and wealth; the Church spread lies about 
Savonarola and people were persuaded to believe these lies, turning against 
him; Savonarola was imprisoned and burned at the stake for speaking up 
about the Church; 

• The Bonfire of the Vanities was a statement against opulence;  
• Alexander died when his own tactics were used against him. 

   
Take one (or more) of these points as a focus. (You might find that you cover more than one 
point, and that’s fine. I am suggesting one to make it easier for you to focus – you can 
decide.)  
 
You are going to:  

a) Write a flyer, like a short letter, as if you were going to get many copies printed 
and share it around in the town square. You are going to tell them what is 
happening right under their own noses, and what is good or bad about it. You 
can write quite dramatically and insistently if you like, in a way that gets people 
to care about the injustice of the situation, or what’s great about the situation. 
Give examples and details to make your point.  

OR 
b) Write a letter to a friend or family member who lives far away and tell them 

what is happening in Rome. Tell them how this is impacting you and what you 
see and feel happening around you.  

 
3) Draw a picture to complement your writing. You might want to use an image from 

the written part of the story for an idea of how people dressed.  
 
Terrific! Have a restful afternoon. See if you can make something like food, music, drawings, 
crafting, or tidy a space in your house to make it cosier… something nourishing like that.   
All the best, Love Larissa 


