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New Activity 

What is surprise? 

Reflect on what we have done around ‘surprise’ so far.  

• We have focussed on a surprise animal encounter of your own, you have created a piece of 
writing with Ambrose as your character, and you have written about a surprise you felt at a 
celebration.  

• You have also heard a couple of stories or descriptions that convey an experience of 
surprise.  

From these, how would you describe the feelings associated with ‘surprise’? 

Take some time now to write down as many words as you can to describe these feelings. They can 
be single words, phrases or sentences. Do this in your draft book.  

We can also ponder what events make for surprises. We have looked at animal encounters, and 
celebrations. Can you think of some others? What unexpected things can happen that give us a 
surprise, or evoke the feelings you just listed? 

Some feelings I associate with surprise are: awe, amazement, reverence; feeling stunned, excited; 
like anything is possible.  

Some events that might evoke these feelings could be: being told you are going on a holiday; being 
successful in a sport; news that there is going to be a wedding; someone announces they are having 
a baby; or you are told you are moving house. More events that can bring a feeling of surprise are 
receiving a thoughtful gift, having someone create a pleasant experience for you like cooking dinner 
or writing you a special card.   

** 

Now you are going to choose one of the following activities to do today. Keep in mind the feelings 
you associated with ‘surprise’ – this will come into this activity.  

Look at the images below. Choose one to inspire you to create a story where a surprise event 
happens.  

In your writing you need to describe your characters, where they live, what they do, and of course, a 
surprise event must take place. It could take the form of a twist, or something perplexing that gets 
resolved, or some sort of news is delivered. Keep referring to your list of words that describe 
‘surprise’ to guide you.  

Make sure your writing is descriptive (your reader won’t see the drawing). 

You will do a draft today and good copy tomorrow. Take some time to ponder which one you want 
to do. When you are ready you can begin. We will work with your draft writing from this tomorrow.   
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1 Write a story about the people who live 

here and a surprise event that awaits them. 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Write a story about the child and dog that 

includes this image as one of the scenes. 
Include a surprise event in your story.  

 

3 Who are these people and what surprise 

event awaits them? Write a story about this. 

 

4 Write a story where this person is the main 

character and she experiences a surprise event. 

 

 


