
Creative Writing Main Lesson  

Week 7, Monday 31st August 

New Activity 

 

Hope is the thing with feathers 

That perches in the soul 

And sings the tune without words 

And never stops at all. 

  - Emily Dickinson 

 
Have a ponder of this poem by Emily Dickinson. What is Emily saying hope is? (Can you see the 
metaphor? It is perhaps a little bit disguised.) 
 
About Emily Dickinson: 
Emily Dickinson lived in America during the nineteenth century. She was very well-educated and 
loved to write. Her father encouraged Emily, her brother William and sister Lavinia, to work 
really hard at school so that when he returned from his travels for work, each child could tell 
him what they had learned while he was away. They spent a lot of time alone in their home, and 
William and Emily would pretend to be the lord and lady of the house. As a teenager of about 
fourteen she experienced the death of her friend and second cousin. Of course, this was a very 
sad time in her life, and writing letters and 
poetry helped her through this difficult time. 
She did not reveal that she had written 
hundreds of poems and it was not until she 
died that her work was found and published 
by her family. These books of poetry were 
very popular and appreciated as very 
beautiful soulful work. In her adult life she 
loved being at home and rarely left the 
house. She became quite a mysterious figure 
in the town where she lived, as people saw 
her very rarely out at various social events. She would be spotted from time to time in a white 
dress, as she began to wear only white. Her family was fairly wealthy, so they had help in the 
running of their house, but there came a time when they did not, and Emily took on all the 
kitchen chores for the family, and she was quite an excellent baker. Emily was also known as a 
wonderful gardener by the people of the town.  

 

 

Emily’s childhood home 
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I hoped that with the brave and strong 

My portioned task might lie; 

To toil amid the busy throng, 

With purpose pure and high. 

                          - Anne Brontë 

 

About Anne Brontë: 
You might have heard of the ‘Brontë sisters’, Charlotte, Emily, and Anne, who lived in England in the 
nineteen-hundreds. Each of them wrote novels, which have become classics. They had two other 
sisters and a brother, Branwell. The six children were very young when, sadly, their mother died – 
Anne was the youngest and only a one-year-old at the time. Soon after, two of their sisters died as 
well.  
 
Then, without their mother, Charlotte, Emily, Anne and Branwell had to go to different schools, but 
there were stretches of time when they were taught at home together. Because they were often left 
alone in quite an isolated home, they began to write stories as a way to entertain themselves.   
 
When Anne was a young woman, she fell in love with a man called William, who worked for her 
father. Tragically William died of cholera before their love could fully blossom, and this inspired 
Anne to write lots of poems to help her deal 
with her deep feelings of loss. She went on to 
write novels that were ahead of her time: 
Anne, through her characters, wrote about 
themes such fairness for everyone, not just 
the privileged or wealthy; and how people 
should be able to choose their own path in 
life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The home in which the three sisters 
wrote their novels and poems 
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The stars were seeping through my hand 

Falling down to the dried-up land 

Making it pure and white as snow 

Hoping that everything would one day grow. 

- Anonymous 

 

Today we are going to do some preliminary writing that, tomorrow, will become a poem.  
 
All you need to concentrate on today is considering, pondering and then writing about these two 
things: 

 
• If you could do or be anything in the world, what would that be and why? 
• If you could have anything in the world, what would that be and why? 

 
o These two things might be related but they might also be quite different to each 

other. 
o Write about each of these in your draft book.  
o Start each one like this: 

“If I could…” 
“If I had…” 

o Remember to include ‘why’. 
o Make sure you give a lot of details. 

Terrific – see you tomorrow.  

Love Larissa   

 

 

 

 

 

 


