
Creative Writing Main Lesson 

Week 5, Friday 21st August 

 

Today’s Bookwork 

Today we are going to work with the writing you did yesterday. You wrote in your draft books about 
what you noticed while sitting outside for twenty minutes.  

Before we develop your writing further, let’s read these excerpts from author, Rachel Carson: 

Reading 1: 

One stormy night when my nephew Roger was about twenty months old, I wrapped him in a blanket 
and carried him down to the beach in the rainy darkness. Out there, just at the edge of where-we-
couldn’t-see, big waves were thundering in, dimly seen while shapes that boomed and shouted and 
threw great handfuls of froth at us. Together we laughed for pure joy – he a baby meeting for the 
first time the wild tumult of Oceanus, I with the salt of half a lifetime of sea love in me. But I think we 
felt the same spine-tingling response to the vast, roaring ocean and the wild night around us.  

Reading 2: 

The needles on the evergreens wear a sheath of silver; ferns seem to have grown to almost tropical 
lushness and every leaf has its edging of crystal drops. Strangely coloured fungi – mustard-yellow 
and apricot and scarlet – are pushing out of the leaf mould and all the lichens and the mosses have 
come alive with green and silver freshness.  

Reading 3: 

There had been rain and fog for days, rain beating on the big picture window, fog almost shutting 
out the sight of the bay. No lobstermen coming in to tend their traps, no gulls on the shore, scarcely 
even a squirrel to watch. The cottage was fast becoming too small… 

Reading 4: 

The wood’s path was carpeted with the so-called reindeer moss, in reality a lichen. Like and old-
fashioned hall runner, it made a narrow strip of silvery grey through the green of the woods, here 
and there spreading out to cover a large area. In dry weather the lichen carpet seems thin; it is brittle 
underfoot. Now, saturated with rain which it absorbs like a sponge, it was deep and springy.  

 

Now consider these questions. Go back and look at the readings if you need to: 

Reading 1: 

What were the big waves doing? 

Reading 2: 

What colours were the fungi? 

Reading 3: 



Creative Writing Main Lesson 

Week 5, Friday 21st August 

 

What are we told is missing from this scene? 

Reading 4 

What was like a hall runner? 

 

These are a few ways you could bring more description into your own writing: 

• Consider what words really describe the actions – the waves were ‘thundering in’. 
• Adjectives – like colour can be very specific rather than ‘yellow’ something could be 

‘mustard-yellow’. 
• You can build your description by saying what is missing, like ‘no lobstermen coming in to 

tend their traps, no gulls on the shore, scarcely even a squirrel to watch’. 
• You can say what something is like – the lichen was like a hall-runner: ‘it made a narrow strip 

of silvery grey through the green of the woods, here and there spreading out to cover a large 
area’. 

 

Now you are going to develop your draft writing from yesterday: 

1) Read your draft (5 mins) 
2) How can you make your writing more descriptive? Think about using one or more of the four 

ways we have just heard about. (20 mins) 
a) Describing actions 
b) Describing colour (this could also be textures and so on) 
c) Describing what is usually there but missing 
d) Describing what something reminds you of or is similar to 

3) Take a break and walk around. (15 mins) 
4) Proof your work. (15 mins) 
5) Write your work up in your Main Lesson book, on the page opposite the quote you have 

already written in. (20 mins)  
6) Draw images around your writing that relate to what you have described. (20 mins) 

Great! Now you are ready to look at today’s New Content!... 

 


